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How do we 
maintain 
high quality 
fisheries? 



How do we 
protect 
water quality 
for 
swimming? 
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How do we 
protect 
source water 
for drinking? 
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Water Quality 
Standards!

• What are they?
• Where do you find them?  
• Who develops them? 
• HOW CAN WE MAKE THEM BETTER?



WHAT ARE THEY?
Three main parts: 

WHAT ARE WATER 
QUALITY STANDARDS?

CLASSIFICATIONIdentify USES of Delaware River

WATER QUALITY CRITERIADetermine levels of pollutants 
that are not going to harm uses 

“ANTIDEGRADATION”Protect EXISTING water quality 



Drinking = Class A
Swimming = Class B
Fishing = Class C

CLASSIFICATION 
OF WATERS



LEVELS OF 
PROTECTION -

WATER QUALITY 
CRITERIA

Toxic 
contaminants, 
sediment

Drinking 
water

BacteriaSwimming

Dissolved 
oxygen, 
temperature

Fishing



WHERE TO FIND THEM



WHAT DO THEY LOOK LIKE?

CriteriaPrimary UseClass

Chloride less than 250 mg/LWater supply for drinking or 
culinary purposes and
recreation and fishing

A

Fecal coliform (bacteria) less than 
200 per 100 ml

Recreation (swimming and 
boating) and fishing

B

Dissolved oxygen always greater 
than 5 mg/L; 7 mg/L where trout 
spawn

FishingC



UPPER DELAWARE USES



UPPER DELAWARE ASSESSMENT



HOW WE CAN MAKE 
THEM BETTER

• Are all uses 
identified?

• Are conditions 
established that 
protect uses?

• Are we paying 
attention to threats?



Thanks
Grateful for the 

opportunity…

Special thanks for slide background: SlidesCarnival, GraphicBurguer
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